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I-95 Corridor Coalition

	Identifying and Making Recommendations to Eliminate Key Rail Choke Points


	The I-95 Corridor Coalition is assisting its member states in improving transportation across all modes.  Currently, the Coalition has several initiatives underway to assist state DOT’s and rail stakeholders in addressing regional transportation as a system.  These projects are the Mid-Atlantic, Northeast, and Southeast Rail Operations Studies.


	The I-95 Corridor Coalition:

A partnership of the Departments of Transportation and related authorities and organizations, from Maine to Florida, working together to accelerate improvements in long-distance freight movement and passenger travel
	
	

	
	
	


	Northeast Rail Operations Study (NEROps) Phase II:

	NEROps lays the groundwork for development of a regional rail improvement program that will identify and make recommendations to eliminate key rail choke points - physical, operational, and information-system - in the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, thereby increasing freight-rail and passenger-rail service capacity and relieving congestion on the rail, highway, and air systems.  The Phase I study identified the key historical factors and emerging trends that are impacting the efficiency of the system today and the ability of the region’s railroads to attract and accommodate additional passengers and freight.  Phase II will provide further assessment of the chokepoints identified in Phase I, conduct additional commodity flow and passenger analysis of chokepoints to better identify strategic traffic lanes and better quantify the public benefits of rail investments, and explore potential financing mechanisms for projects with multi-state benefits.

	Mid-Atlantic Rail Operations Study (MAROps) Phase II:

	MAROps Phase II will continue on the ground-breaking work undertaken by New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, along with CSX, Norfolk Southern and Amtrak under the original MAROps study completed in 2004.  The Phase II project will undertake a more detailed analysis and explanation of the benefits outlined in the Phase I MAROps work. The key objectives of MAROps Phase II are to review improvements since phase I, update the freight demand forecasts for the region, and review the MAROps program; detail the benefits of the revised MAROps program, moving from the regional level analyzed in Phase I to show benefits accruing to individual states, rail/highway corridors, industry sectors, and potentially major metropolitan areas; develop and demonstrate transferable methods of assessing the public benefits of public-private partnerships in financing rail improvements. 

	Southeast Rail Operations Study (SEROps) Phases I & II:

	SEROps focuses on the Southeastern Coalition region, including NC, SC, FL, GA and VA.  Phase I of this study is identifying and describing key rail issues, activities, and initiatives affecting passenger and freight movements.  A number of issues, including population growth, environmental impacts, port expansion and increasing land use are and, will continue to impact passenger and freight demand and passenger and freight rail transportation planning in the region. In Phase II, further identification of chokepoints and institutional constraints as well as assessment of rail capacity needs and planning activities for rail capacity between pubic and private entities and across states, will seek to identify rail improvement programs and activities to address the growing demands on the transportation system. 
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