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Principles to Support a Transportation Vision for the I-95 Region

Economic Sustainability

· Sustain and enhance I-95 regional economic vitality and global competitiveness through key investments in multimodal transportation infrastructure and advanced technology.

· Support corridor megaregion competitiveness in a global economy where metropolitan regions are increasingly competing not only with other domestic regions but with key metropolitan economic peers in other world trade blocks.

Environmental, Energy, and Quality of Life Sustainability

· In concert with AASHTO’s Sustainable Transportation Vision, support a reduced carbon footprint for the I-95 region through reductions in greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent (from 1990 levels) by 2020 and longer term consistent with emerging national and corridor state reduction goals (e.g. 70-90 percent reductions from today’s levels by 2050).  Transportation sector contributes through vehicle technology, alternative fuels, and reductions in the rate of growth of motor vehicle travel.

· Incorporate climate change considerations into infrastructure investment plans and decisions.  Inventory critical infrastructure, particularly in vulnerable locations and consider climate risk and adaptation as part of infrastructure reconstruction plans.

· Support a sustainable energy future for the region including a 2040 goal of doubling the fuel efficiency of the region’s vehicle fleet and substantially diversifying fuel use.  

· Support sustainable land use practices within I-95 states and metropolitan regions including: (1) transit oriented development to support sustainable passenger transportation patterns, (2) freight village concepts to serve as important region hubs and points of distribution for local freight movements and (3) appropriate controls of access along highways and at interchanges to foster desirable development according to adopted growth plans, and to discourage unplanned sprawl and strip development which often undermine both planned land use and the highway system intended to serve it.

· Support alternatives to travel including telecommuting, video conferencing, and mixed use developments that reduce the need to drive to access services.

Transportation Sustainability

· Invest in a 21st Century Interstate system for the I-95 region.  This implies investment in preservation as well as additional capacity to reduce congestion and support a sustainable economy.  Incorporate the latest asset management principles and maintenance standards.  Utilize new materials and construction technology that will speed construction time and extend facility life.  Incorporate context sensitive solutions and environmental stewardship along with beneficial re-use of materials for all new or rebuilt facilities in the region.

· Support an enhanced regional freight railroad system that accommodates an increased share of regional freight travel through a significant program of private and public investment in regional freight rail infrastructure as proposed in the subregional rail studies MAROps, NEROps, and SEROps.  

· Make a commitment to enhanced intercity passenger rail in the I-95 corridor to provide improved regional passenger options, including improved service and higher speeds, and to help mitigate the severe congestion that has emerged in the region’s ground and air traffic systems.

· Facilitate growth in freight volumes through East Coast ports anticipating the completion of the widened Panama Canal in 2015 and the emergence of increased Asian trade via the Suez Canal; consider issues of mega-hubbing, emergence of niche ports, short sea shipping, inland distribution, and other associated ground transport implications.  

· Support multistate multimodal freight corridors including separation of freight and passenger vehicles where appropriate and application of state of the art technology (e.g. Commercial VII)

· Support a seamless integrated passenger network for I-95 corridor region travel; e.g. Intercity rail connects with metro region transit networks and the region’s major airports interconnect with transit and/or high speed rail. Public transportation facilities/terminals (air, commuter rail, intercity rail and bus, urban transit, BRT) will be adapted to integrated multi-modal terminals allowing seamless, one-ticket, minimal-transfer transportation.

· Support AASHTO’s goal of at least doubling transit ridership by 2030.

· Support systems of managed lanes in the I-95 region’s major metro areas that can provide a higher quality service option through pricing and support higher occupancy vehicles including Bus Rapid Transit.  Consider cordon or similar pricing regimes to manage central area congestion in the region’s major metropolitan areas.

· Invest in a 21st century aviation system that includes a multidimensional program to increase capacity of airports and air space, as well as improve the performance and reliability of the system.  Actions required include: investment in additional airport capacity including the development of new reliever airports to serve key markets within the I-95 corridor; improved ground access to all airports; better management of airspace and implementation of underused technologies such as satellite-based air traffic control systems; improved procedures to maximize efficiencies in areas such as aircraft spacing, and adding departure routes to the busier airports within the corridor.

· Develop an architecture for state-of-the-art regional operations and management infrastructure including VII and assure interoperability of current and emerging technologies.  24/7 real time operations will be critical to sustaining mobility in the congested I-95 corridor.  Real time information will allow regional users to plan their trips by any mode knowing that they can reliably reach passenger and freight destination points in a just-in-time environment.

· Support a regional architecture and standards that allow transition to a new system of finance building on emerging technology (e.g. GPS).  Such a system would allow states to smoothly convert from fuel tax based revenue system to mileage based fees and facilitate VMT congestion pricing applications.  The architecture would also support toll agency conversion to the same mileage based system, and facilitate pay-as-you-drive insurance or other appropriate commercial applications.  

· Increase investment in the I-95 region’s transportation infrastructure utilizing all potential mechanisms, including traditional government revenue sources, tax incentives, tolling, and other innovative approaches to leverage private capital.  

· Support AASHTO’s safety goal to reduce fatalities by one-half by 2030.   Vehicle safety technology, highway safety, VII, and tougher enforcement and laws for high risk behavior all can contribute to the goal.

· Adopt state of the art emergency evacuation procedures.  Incorporate considerations of increasing sea levels, storm frequency, and surge strength related to climate change. 

· Address transportation security including considerations of bio-threats, dirty bombs and other potential terrorist threats throughout the multimodal systems in the region.

· Sustain and enhance the I-95 Corridor Coalition’s multistate leadership role including advocating for these regional vision principles.   Enhance the Coalition’s leadership role in data and information sharing, training, public-private collaboration, multistate operations, and policy analysis.
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Vision Study Objectives & Scenarios
As a partnership of transportation agencies, toll authorities, port, transit, rail, and related organizations representing the states from Maine to Florida, the I-95 Corridor Coalition is developing a Long Range Strategic Vision for the I-95 Corridor, to assist public agency members in development of their long-range transportation plans and programs.  Additionally, the Vision will guide future allocation of the Coalition’s resources and activities to better serve member agencies and the nation’s transportation system.  The objectives of the Long Range Strategic Vision Study are:

· To develop a strategic vision to meet the future corridor-scale transportation issues and investment requirements

· To forecast long term (30-year) demand related to the longer distance movement of passengers and freight in the Coalition region across all modes 

· To analyze the implementation issues and related costs and benefits associated with scenarios of capacity and operational improvements 

· To analyze a range of policy issues associated with the management and investment strategies, with particular focus on financing and institutional issues
This strategic vision project is intended to describe what the Corridor’s multimodal transportation patterns and performance outcomes may look like in 2040 utilizing a scenario approach.   Three scenarios were defined for the study:
	(1) Trend Scenario
	(2) Maximum Operations
	(3) Vision Scenario:  What Would it Take to Achieve Vision Principles?



	Current trends in travel growth, modal usage, and investment (both capacity and operations) through 2040.  


	Current trends in travel demand and investment similar to Scenario 1 but the intent here is to apply aggressive operations enabled by ITS technologies to improve performance.  This is supportive of the I-95 Federal funding and mission.
	This scenario is designed to mirror the set of draft Vision principles  for the region that assumes lower highway travel growth, greater reliance on non highway modes (e.g., intercity passenger rail), aggressive investment in transportation operations as in scenario 2, congestion  pricing via variable VMT fees, and more transportation friendly land use patterns.  The vision principles and the scenario are intended to support regional economic growth while contributing to emerging energy and GHG emission targets.  


The study will also identify the key policy, technological, investment strategy, and institutional factors that will likely influence the future of the corridor and its multimodal transportation system. The focus of the project is to address needs from the perspective of the longer distance movement of passengers and freight, particularly as it relates to inter-metropolitan travel and trips that cross state boundaries – both passenger and freight.  
